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Operates under the auspices of the

World Meteorological Organisation (WMO)

with the financial support of the

Federal Republic of Germany

within the

Federal Institute of Hydrology (BfG)

GRDC operational environment
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GRDC Data  in WMO Catalogue for Climate Data
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Global Coverage of GRDC Stations indicated by time series end

Current status of the Global Runoff Database 
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Current status of the Global Runoff Database

Quality controlled mean daily and mean monthly discharge data

World Africa

Number of stations 9,922 1,568

Station years 436,678 44,014

Average length 44.01 28.07

Longest timeseries 212 116

Earliest timeseries 1806 1869

Latest timeseries 2019 2019
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Data availability for Southern Africa 



GRDC Presentation, Data Storage Solution Workshop, 22 April 2020

Data availability for SADC Member Countries
Country # of stations Earliest data Latest data

Angola 19 1963 1974

Botswana 24 1933 2001

Comoros - - -

DRC 6 1903 2010

Eswatini 37 1953 1993

Lesotho 23 1964 1993

Madagascar 35 1948 1988

Malawi 50 1951 1991

Mauritius 6 1976 1988

Mozambique 19 1951 1993

Namibia 50 1942 2018

Seychelles - - -

South Africa 317 1904 2019

Tanzania 96 1940 1991

Zambia 75 1941 2005

Zimbabwe 121 1948 1990
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Data acquisition
Based on: WMO Resolution 21 (Cg XII, 1995) Support to GRDC

WMO Resolution 25 (Cg XIII, 1999) Exchange of Hydrological Data and Products

• Primary data providers are the National Hydrological Services

• Ownership of the data remains with original data provider

• No institutionalised data provisioning

• No payment for offered data

• Data requests to National Services at intervals

• Opportunistic data acquisition strategy

• Individual contact often essential for successful data acquisition

• Data only offered by GRDC with authorisation by National Authorities
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GRDC Data Acquisition
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GRDC data providers 2019
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GRDC data are available to users free and unrestricted under 
specific conditions

Data requests must be in writing: e.g. E-mail, letter or facsimile

Data users must sign a user declaration stating that:

• Data may not be used for commercial purposes

• Data may not be transferred to third parties 

• Data users agree that the GRDC may inform data providers 
about the use of their data

• The source of the data must be acknowledged in all 
publications

GRDC  Data Access Policy 
based on RESOLUTION 25 (Cg-XIII, 1999)

Exchange of Hydrological Data and Products
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GRDC data portal coming soon
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Multiple station selection options
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Multiple station selection options
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Data policy integrated in data request
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GRDC data formats for daily and monthly discharge data
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GRDC  Data Products
Examples from GRDC Website

Apart from river discharge timeseries GRDC 
offers related data products which are listed 
on the GRDC Website  http://grdc.bafg.de

http://grdc.bafg.de/
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Thank you for your attention!

Global Runoff Data Centre (GRDC)

Ulrich Looser (Head, Liaison, Data Acquisition)
Thomas de Couet (Requests & GIS Products)
Irina Dornblut (Data & Metadata QC, Website, Portal Development) 
Thomas Recknagel (Product Development)

e-mail: grdc@bafg.de
web: http://grdc.bafg.de

…more than 31 years GRDC

mailto:grdc@bafg.de
http://grdc.bafg.de/

