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Preface

Every year, thousands of people from Bangladesh leave
their homes with big dreams, some hoping for a better life,
some believing in promises of good jobs, and others
wanting to start fresh in a new country. But not everyone's
journey is easy. For many, these dreams end in human
trafficking. Using false promises, lies, and people's lack of
information, traffickers trap them in dangerous situations.
These stories are not just personal tragedies, they are
warnings for our society, our country, and our humanity.
Human trafficking is still a serious, silent, and complex
problem in Bangladesh. Many people are forced into labor
and sexual exploitation, betrayed with fake job offers
abroad, and financially deceived, while traffickers
continue to find new ways to mislead people. According
to the 2025 Global Slavery Index, around 1.2 million
people in Bangladesh live in modern slavery. These
numbers are not just statistics, they represent broken
dreams, torn families, and long struggles to rebuild lives.
In this challenging reality, the fight against human
trafficking has become more important than ever.

Since 2021, Winrock International’s Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons (FSTIP) Program, funded by the
United States Department of State, has been working to
combat trafficking through 4 key pillars: Prosecution,
Prevention, Protection, and Partnership. The program
operates in 26 trafficking-prone districts and works to
strengthen the justice system, raise awareness among
at-risk communities, support survivors with protection
and reintegration, and build strong collaboration between
the government and civil society.

FSTIP works closely with 9 local implementer organizations
across the country. Together with elected representatives,
anti-trafficking committees, law enforcement, judges,
prosecutors, youth peer leaders, human trafficking survivor
networks, community groups, and families, this movement
has gained new strength, But the fight is not over yet,
Prevention starts with awareness—people must know how to
migrate safely, recognize fraud, and understand where to
seek help. Community involvement, youth peer leaders,
champion parents, and anti-child marriage committees at
the union, upazila, and district levels have formed a
protective environment. Their efforts can stop one wrong
decision and save a life. At the same time, survivors need
protection, counseling, rehabilitation, and employment
opportunities; without these, they remain susceptible to
further victimization. FSTIP has made this journey more
humane, more supportive, and more hopeful.

This book of success stories captures the real experiences of
many survivors, their struggles, their courage, and their
journey back to life. These are not just stories on paper; they
are pathways from darkness to light. They highlight the
strength of survivors, the power of community awareness
and improvements in the justice system, and the impact of
strong collaboration between the government and civil
society.

We hope these stories inspire readers not only to feel
empathy but also to act, so that one day we can build a safe,
humane, and trafficking- and child-marriage-free
Bangladesh.
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From Rescue to Verdict:

A Successful Outcome in a
Child Trafficking Case

In 2023, Helal Bepari from Barishal filed a complaint at the
district’s Kotwali Police Station, reporting that his newborn
son had been deliberately stolen from the hospital to be
trafficked. With police assistance, he filed a case against the
accused. Seeking prompt and fair justice, Helal contacted
Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons  Program’s
implementation partner, Bangladesh Society for the
Enforcement of Human Rights (BSEHR), for legal support.
With the assistance of BSEHR’s panel lawyer, the Public
Prosecutor prepared a draft request for investigation. The
court directed Kotwali Police to conduct the investigation.

Helal Bepari (26), a resident of Gabbar village under Uzirpur
Upazila, comes from a low-income family and earns a living by
selling potatoes and onions from a rickshaw van. On January
17, 2023, his wife Kakoli gave birth to a son, named Emam
Mahdi. The following day, when Helal briefly left the hospital,
his sister Runu was with Kakoli and the newborn. While
Kakoli was resting and Runu went to the toilet, the baby
suddenly went missing. Hospital staff and local police
immediately launched a search. Within a short time, local
residents captured a woman with a newborn, and Helal
confirmed that the rescued child was indeed his missing son.

After six months of investigation, the case was heard at the
Anti-Human Trafficking Offence Tribunal. The court found
the accused, Shahinur, guilty and sentenced him to five years
of rigorous imprisonment and a fine of BDT 50,000
(equivalent to USD 410). In case of non-payment of the fine,
an additional two months of imprisonment was imposed.

This verdict sends a strong message against child
trafficking and the abduction of newborns from
healthcare facilities. With support from Winrock
International’s Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program, BSEHR played a critical role throughout the
legal process. The coordinated efforts of legal
institutions, civil society, and the taskforce have been
instrumental in combating child trafficking and ensuring

accountability for offenders.
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From Deception to
Justice: A Journey
of Protection and
Hope

“The Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-In-Persons Program helped
me rebuild my life.”

—Md. Liakat Ali

Md. Liakat Ali, a resident of Mangalbari
village under Dhamrai Upazila in Dhaka
district, once dreamed of working abroad
to support his family financially, just like
many unemployed young men in his
community. However, that dream soon
turned into a painful experience of
deception and exploitation. On October
21, 2023, Liakat travelled to Saudi Arabia
after paying BDT 490,000 (equivalent to
USD 4,016) through a local broker named
Md. Jewel to a recruiting agency. Although
he was promised a safe and decent job, the
reality was very different. After arriving in
Saudi Arabia through Hazrat Shahjalal
International ~ Airport  with  valid
documents, he was not provided with any
employment. Instead, he was kept in
inhumane conditions for 31 days, deprived
of adequate food, and subjected to both
physical and psychological abuse. When
his condition deteriorated, the
perpetrators forced him to return to
Bangladesh using a false claim of illness.

On November 21, 2023, Liakat returned home empty-handed and emotionally
devastated. Losing his life savings, remaining unemployed and suffering from
severe psychological distress pushed his family into extreme hardship. Seeking
justice, Liakat decided to take legal action against the recruiting agency. At this
critical moment, the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program partner
organization Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights
(BSEHR) stood beside him. The organization identified him as a victim of labor
exploitation and trafficking-like practices and provided legal and counselling
support.

With BSEHR assistance, he filed a formal complaint at the Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training (BMET). Through mediation conducted by BMET,
he later received compensation of BDT 165,000 (equivalent to USD 1,352).
Throughout the process, BSEHR ensured continuous legal support, follow-up,
and advocacy to strengthen accountability.

With support from Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights
and the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program, and using the com-
pensation he received, Liakat has now started cultivating leased land. Through
this new livelihood initiative, he is rebuilding his life with renewed hope and

determination. 2
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Mofazzal’s Fight
for Justice After

Surviving Labor
Trafhicking

Mofazzal Hossain Howlader dreamed of
escaping poverty and giving his family a
better life. Dreams lit his path but hidden
along the way was the deadly web of human
trafficking. They convinced him with a false
promise of a high paying job in Cuba and
took BDT 12 lakh (equivalent to USD 9,360)
from him. To arrange this money, his family
had to take on a lot of trouble including
selling land and taking loans.

Instead of taking him to Cuba, the
traffickers moved him through Kolkata,
Delhi, Singapore, and Fiji, and finally took
him to Vanuatu. There, his nightmare
began. He with some other people were
locked inside a house and forced to call
their families to arrange more money as
ransom. Even under fear, pressure, and
uncertainty, Mofazzal did not give up.
He managed to escape and reported the
case to the Vanuatu police. With police
intervention and support from
international organizations, all the victims
were eventually rescued and sent back to
Bangladesh.

d-’l

However, Mofazzal’s struggle continued at home. When he asked for his money
back, the traffickers threatened to kill him. Still, he refused to back down.
He filed a case under the Anti Human Trafficking Act and continued the long
legal fight for five years. With actions from the Police Bureau of Investigation,
witness support, and the continuous help of Bangladesh Society for the
Enforcement of Human Rights and Fight Slavery and Traflicking-in-Persons
Program teams, he finally received justice.

The Anti Human Trafficking Offence Tribunal delivered a landmark verdict two
accused were sentenced to life imprisonment and fined BDT 25 lakh (equivalent
to USD 20,492) each. This judgment became a strong message in the fight
against human trafficking.

Today, Mofazzal lives peacefully in his village with his family and runs a small

business with honesty and dignity. His courage, determination, and belief in
justice have made him an inspiring example in the fight against human

trafficking.
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Exemplary
Justice for

Human
Trafhickers

The Case of
Nabin Farazi

Mohammad Nabin Farazi (28), a
resident of Barishal Sadar, left the
country for Dubai on March 27, 2023.
Growing up in a financially constrained
family, Nabin dreamed of improving his
and his family’s living conditions
through overseas employment.
Exploiting this aspiration, Shah Imran
Sagar promised him a high-paying job
in Dubai.

Upon arrival in Dubai, Nabin was sold
to another trafficker, Bachchu Mia, and
was subjected to severe physical and
psychological abuse, deprivation of
freedlom and constant fear. The
traffickers demanded a ransom of BDT
500,000 (equivalent to USD 410) from
his family. Although the family paid to
secure his release, Nabin was left deeply
traumatized. With the support of
local expatriates, he safely returned to
Bangladesh on August 30, 2023.

After his return, with the support of the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program, Nabin filed a case at the Anti-Human Trafficking Offence Tribunal in
Barishal, accusing Shah Imran Sagar and Bachchu Mia. The case continued for
nearly two years, with panel lawyers from Program partner organization the
Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights, district coordinators,
and taskforce members played a critical role throughout the process, including
preparing witnesses, organizing documentation, ensuring court attendance, and
providing pre-hearing psychosocial support.

Following investigation and testimony, the Judge, Md. Sohel Ahmed, delivered
the verdict on November 12, 2025. Shah Imran Sagar was sentenced to 10 years of
rigorous imprisonment and fined BDT 500,000 (equivalent to USD 4,098) while
Bachchu Mia received 7 years of rigorous imprisonment and a fine of BDT
50,000 (equivalent to USD 410).

Reflecting on the outcome, Nabin said, “Without the active support of
Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights, this justice would
not have been possible. The coordinated efforts of law enforcement, the
judiciary, and human rights organizations are highly effective in preventing
human trafficking and ensuring the dignity and rights of survivors.”
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A Survivor’s
Fight Against
Human
Trafhicking

On 9 February 2015, after finishing
her workday, Rima went missing
while returning home. Her father,
Md. Siddikur Rahman, filed a General
Diary at Savar Police Station. Five days
later, on February 14, Rima managed to
call her father from an Indian phone
number and informed him that two
individuals—Al-Amin  and  Sujon
Sikder—had  abducted her after
rendering her unconscious and
trafficked her to India.

Once there, a woman named Salma told
her that she had been sold to a brothel.
During her captivity, Rima was
subjected to severe physical and
psychological abuse and was forced into
prostitution.

Originally from Bagerhat district, Rima
had moved to Dhaka with her family in
search of better livelihood
opportunities.  To  support  her
low-income family, she began working
at Dana Garments Factory in Savar.

It was there that she became acquainted with her co-workers Al-Amin and Sujon
Sikder. At one point, Al-Amin proposed to her for marriage, but when Rima rejected
the proposal, it triggered a chain of events that ultimately led to her trafficking.

Following the incident, her father filed a case under Sections 7 and 10 of the
Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act, 2012. The Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons  Program subgrantee Bangladesh Society for the
Enforcement of Human Rights played a crucial role in supporting the legal process.

Upon court order, the Criminal Investigation Department took over the
investigation and submitted its report after approximately 17 months. The legal
proceedings continued for nearly 9 years.

Finally, on October 9, 2024, the Dhaka Anti-Human Trafficking Offence Tribunal
delivered its verdict. The court sentenced Al-Amin to 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment and Sujon Sikder to 5 years of rigorous imprisonment. Both were also
fined BDT 50 ,000 (equivalent to USD 410), with an additional 6 months of
imprisonment in case of non-payment. This verdict ensured justice for Rima and set
an important precedent for accountability in cases of human trafficking.
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From Survivor
to Self-Reliant

The Journey of
Shariful

Shariful has proven that with courage,
legal support, and determination, a
survivor of human trafficking can
rebuild an independent life. A resident
of Golapganj Upazila, Sylhet district,
Shariful fell victim to one of life’s
extreme deceptions. A recruiting
agency and a network of traffickers
promised to send him to Europe for
BDT 600,000 (equivalent to USD
4,918). Filled with dreams of a better
life, Shariful and his family agreed.
Shariful left the country on October
10, 2018.

However, instead of Europe, he was
taken to Sri Lanka, where he was held
for 17 days and subjected to physical
and psychological abuse. Those days
were filled with extreme uncertainty,
and he decided that he must return
home.

Showing remarkable courage, Shariful
returned to Bangladesh on his own
initiative. Refusing to bow to fear or
social pressure, he sought justice
through the legal system.
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On February 7, 2019, with support of the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program he filed a case under the Human Trafficking Prevention and Suppression
Act, 2012, The case was sent to the Anti-Human Trafficking Offence Tribunal in
Sylhet. After a lengthy judicial process, on February 28, 2024, the court sentenced
each accused to five years’ imprisonment and a fine of BDT 50,000 (equivalent to
USD 410), with an additional six months’ imprisonment for non-payment. This
verdict not only secured justice for Shariful but also set a strong precedent against
human trafficking.

Today, Shariful lives a life in his village where he is financially independent. He
focuses on agriculture and livestock farming and has established his own small
cattle farm with 7-8 cows. Married with a son and a daughter, both attending school
regularly, he has restored his family’s financial stability and is advancing as a
successful micro-entrepreneur. His journey of struggle and recovery has become a
source of inspiration for his community.
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Ziaul Haque’s
Story of
Justice and
Reintegration

Ziaul Haque, a resident of South Para
of Khutakhali in Chakaria, Cox’s
Bazar, comes from a low-income
family. Like many young people in his
community, he dreamed of working
abroad to improve his family’s
economic situation.

A human trafficking network
exploited this dream. Led by a
Malaysia-based individual originally
from the same locality and his
associates, the group promised
high-paying  jobs  abroad and
convinced Ziaul and several other
villagers to migrate in 2019.

Instead of sending them directly to
Malaysia, traffickers first transported
them illegally to India and later to
Indonesia. Upon arrival in Indonesia,
Ziaul and the others were detained
and their families were asked to pay
ransom. After a long period of uncer-
tainty and fear, Indonesian police
rescued them and they were eventual-
ly repatriated to Bangladesh.

Following the legal process that began in 2020, the court delivered its verdict on
January 15, 2024. One perpetrator was sentenced to life imprisonment, while
another received seven years of rigorous imprisonment. The court also imposed a
fine of BDT 200,000 (equivalent to USD 1,639), with an additional six-month
imprisonment if the fine remains unpaid.

Throughout the case proceedings, the team consisting of Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in- Persons Program partner organization the Bangladesh Society for
the Enforcement of Human Rights (BSEHR) and the local taskforce played an
important role.

As part of reintegration support, Ziaul received two livestock animals through the
BSEHR referral system, helping him rebuild his livelihood. Today, Ziaul is
economically stable and socially empowered. He is actively involved in
anti-trafficking awareness activities and encourages other survivors to seek justice
and participate in legal processes.

"l want to protect young people from falling into the hands of traffickers,"

says Ziaul Haque. 8 0
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Aduri Khatun
A Community’s
Dream in Action

In August 2022, Aduri Khatun
joined the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program as a
peer leader. She received structured
capacity-building training on human
trafficking, child marriage prevention,
safe migration, and the use of modern
technology. These trainings have
transformed her into a confident and
skilled community change leader.

Aduri grew up in a low-income family
in Majhgram village, Raninagar
Upazila, Naogaon. While attending
school, she faced immense pressure to
marry early. However, through
determination, awareness, and
continuous dialogue with her family,
she successfully prevented her child
marriage. She later completed her
Higher Secondary Certificate and
enrolled in a university program,
continuing her education.

As a peer leader supported by the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program and partner organization Sachetan Society, Aduri has demonstrated
that empowering women and adolescent girls plays a critical role in building
long-term community resilience. In 2023, she was honored with the “Joyita
Award” in the category of Violence Prevention.

The results of her initiatives include: 8 adolescent girls were referred to skill
development training, 20 community members received livestock and poultry
training, 20 vulnerable youth were provided with skill-building and
livelihood support, 34 children at risk of child marriage and 34 individuals
vulnerable to human trafficking were identified and referred, 14 community
meetings, 2 Pre-Decision Making Orientation sessions, 1 adolescent girls’
forum, and 50 house-to-house awareness activities were conducted.

Aduri Khatun’s journey proves that strong peer leadership, backed by
institutional support, can drive sustainable and effective social change, making
her a credible voice and a role model in her community.
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Preventing Human

Trafficking Through
the Light of Education

The Story of

Badiuzzaman
Babla

"Proper education and information can
protect people from exploitation and
deceit.” - Badiuzzaman Babla

In Kutubpur village of Moglabazar Union,
South Surma Upazila, Sylhet district, pover-
ty, unemployment, and lack of information
once made human trafficking, risky migra-
tion, and child marriage a common reality.
Stepping forward to changing this situation
was the local head teacher, Md. Badiuz-
zaman Babla. During his long years of
teaching, he observed that students were
dropping out of school due to financial
hardship, adolescent girls were at risk of
early marriage, and young men were taking
dangerous decisions to migrate abroad
through unscrupulous recruiters. After
witnessing multiple cases of deception, he
realized that empathy alone was not enough
and that what was needed was organized
and sustainable prevention.
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With this goal, in 2022 he joined the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program as a Peer Leader. Through Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
program training, he gained skills in human trafficking prevention, safe
migration, child marriage laws, victim identification, and referral
management. He then became an active member of both the Counter
Trafficking Committee (CTC) and Community Migration Protection
Committee (CMPC).

Under his guidance, his initiatives have included: 10 community meetings, 20
school sessions, 60 door-to-door awareness campaigns and 12 significant day
celebrations. As a result, 20 potential trafficking victims and 10 at-risk
individuals were identified. 15 adolescent girls were rescued from child
marriage, and 5 cases were referred to CTC & CMPC while 12 cases were
referred to government and local organizations. Additionally, approximately
45 people gained opportunities for safe and legal migration, and 30 at-risk
individuals were able to avoid potential exploitation.

Today, Badiuzzaman Babla is recognized in Kutubpur as a trusted teacher
and social worker. He has formed a volunteer group with local youth and
students that regularly conducts awareness activities, continuing to protect
the community from trafficking and exploitation.
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Champakalata Das
A Beacon of Light

in the Hindu
Community

Champakalata Das, from Ramkrishnapur
village in Kalaroa Upazila of Satkhira district,
is widely recognized as the first educated
woman from the lower-caste Hindu
community. From a young age, she witnessed
how girls in her village were married off
shortly after completing primary school. In
particular, girls from the Das family were
married as early as 10 years old, while boys
typically married around 15-16 years old. This
tradition deprived her community of the
light of education.

Since childhood, Champakalata dreamed of
transforming societal mindsets, preventing
child marriage, and empowering women to
become self-reliant. While she was studying
in the seventh grade, her father fell seriously
ill and she took on the responsibility of
supporting her family of seven and
continuing her studies. From the eighth
grade onward, she also began tutoring other
children, in addition to managing both her
studies and household responsibilities.
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In 2017, Champakalata was elected president of the Adolescent Girls Club.
Through the club, she initiated courtyard meetings and counseling sessions to
raise awareness about child marriage, human trafhicking, hygiene, sexual
harassment and natural disasters. In 2019, she joined the UNDP Human
Rights Program as a Youth Leader, conducting awareness programs in schools
and communities. Later, in 2023, she participated in the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program as a Peer Leader, receiving training on human
trafficking prevention, child marriage elimination and safe migration. She
actively built networks with government officials at district and sub-district
levels to strengthen community awareness.

In 2024, she formed an adolescent girls’ group within her own Das family
community. By 2025, she had distributed 150 fruit-bearing saplings to child
marriage survivors, trained 31 women in sewing and embroidery, established a
school library, and supported a student named Liza in continuing her
education.

Champakalata Das is now a third-year Honors student in Economics at
Satkhira Government College. She has become an inspiration in her
community, showing young girls a path to liberation from the curse of child
marriage and lighting the way for education, empowerment, and social
change.
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Overcoming Barriers
The Inspirational
Journey of Fatema
Khatun Ruma

Today, Fatema Khatun Ruma is widely
respected in her family and community. She
has established herself as a dedicated and
trustworthy agent of community change. In
recognition of her social contribution, she
received the “Joyita Award” in 2024 in the
women’s category.

Ruma began her journey as a Peer
Leader under the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program in 2022.
Born in Joar village, Srifoltola Union, Rupsa,
Khulna, she is the eldest of six siblings.
Growing up in a financially challenged
family, her dreams of higher education were
hindered, and she was married at a
young age.

Alongside her education, Ruma taught at the
“Three Star Coaching Center” and ran a
small tailoring business to support herself
and her family. Her personal experience with
child marriage and economic vulnerability
inspired her to raise awareness within her
community.
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for Potgatial Migrants
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ate (LSDOS)

Her major achievements include: identifying over 200 individuals at risk of
trafficking or child marriage and linking them with service providers;
referring 16 youths to technical training institutions such as Khulna
Technical Training Center and Bangladesh Computer and Technical
Institute; providing safe migration information to 19 potential migrants;
connecting 35 returnee migrants with government support via District
Empowerment and Manpower Office (DEMO) ; linking 24 trafficking
survivors with relevant service providers; prevented 6 at risk girls from
child marriages and stoppedng 10 more during marriage event;
conducting awareness sessions for over 200 at-risk adolescent girls;
facilitating employment recommendations for 5 individuals; and
conducting training sessions through Technical Training Center and the
Department of Youth Development.

Ruma’s story demonstrates that peer leadership, strengthened through

structured support and training, can transform into effective community
leadership, promoting sustainable change and building community

resilience.
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National Recognition
and Community
Leadership

Jamal Hossain’s
Journey to the
“Youth Volunteer
Award 2025”

On September 15, 2025, Jamal Hossain
received the “Youth Volunteer Award 2025”
from the Ministry of Youth and Sports in
recognition of his outstanding contributions
to preventing human trafficking and child
marriage, promoting anti-drug initiatives,
and supporting reading habits and social
development in his community. During the
award ceremony, he expressed deep gratitude
to RDRS Bangladesh and Winrock
International for their support and guidance.

Jamal Hossain hails from Tipar Bazar village,
Sarpukur  Union, Aditmari Upazila,
Lalmonirhat district. He is the third of four
siblings and has nurtured a passion for
community service since childhood. Driven
by a strong desire to bring positive change,
he began volunteering at a very young age.
With just BDT 750 (equivalent to USD 6) of
his own savings, he started the Sarpukur
Youth Library with 10 books, laying the
foundation for his later youth leadership and
community development initiatives.

A

In 2022, when the Fight Slavery and Trafhcking-in-Persons Program
launched its partnership with RDRS Banlgadesh, Jamal was selected as a Peer
Leader. He received an intensive three-day training on human trafficking
prevention, safe migration, and child marriage prevention, further
strengthening his commitment to social change. One of his notable initiatives
includes establishing 30 “saloon libraries” across Aditmari Upazila and
surrounding areas. These libraries have been widely recognized at the
national level as innovative efforts to promote reading and knowledge in
rural communities.

As an active Peer Leader and member of the Sarpukur Union Counter
Trafficking Committee, Jamal has developed strong relationships with the
Union Parishad and earned respect within the community. In August 2023,
he participated in the National Convention of Peer Leaders and Survivor
Voices “ANIRBAN,” organized by Winrock International, which expanded
his knowledge and network.

Jamal’s story demonstrates that the initiative, determination, and leadership
of a single volunteer can bring about long-lasting change not only for

themselves but for an entire community:. q 0
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Preventing Human
Trafficking and Child
Marriage through
Cultural Initiatives

Md. Kamrul Hasan, a Peer Leader from Dasar
Upazila in Madaripur district, has established
himself as a beacon of community awareness
and social change. For many years, he has been
actively involved in various social development
initiatives, working tirelessly to promote
awareness and bring positive transformation
within his community.

In 2024, when the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program launched its
partnership with Rights Jessore in Madaripur,
Kamrul Hasan’s voluntary work gained new
momentum. Under this project, he began
playing a significant role in raising awareness
across different areas of the upazila on issues
such as prevention of child marriage,
combating human trafficking, and promoting
safe migration. Through his consistent efforts
and community engagement, the incidents of
child marriage and human trathcking in Dasar
Upazila have reportedly decreased to a
noticeable extent.

As part of his innovative approach to
community awareness, Kamrul Hasan formed a
community theatre group with fellow Peer
Leaders.

This group performs street dramas and folk songs in different localities,
highlighting the harmful consequences of child marriage, the tactics and
processes used in human trafficking, and their devastating impact on
individuals and families. These cultural performances have proven to be
highly effective in engaging community members and spreading import-
ant awareness messages. Kamrul Hasan is also actively involved in several
social and voluntary organizations. He serves as a Rover Mate of the
Madaripur Government College Rover Scout Group, the Barishal Zone
President of Badhan, Madaripur Government College Unit and holds
leadership roles as President of Dipto Tarunnya and Odommo Madaripur,
where he also contributes as a Literature and Cultural Secretary.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions, he has received several
awards, including the District Best Student Award four times from
2023-2026, the District Administration’s Best Volunteer Award 2025, and
the Best Blood Donor Award 2024. Through his leadership, creativity, and
cultural initiatives, Md. Kamrul Hasan is making a meaningful contribu-
tion to the prevention of human trafficking and child marriage at the local
level. His work demonstrates how cultural platforms and youth leadership
can become powerful tools for community awareness and sustainable
social change.
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Khatashwar Union
Human Trafficking
Prevention Committee

A Success in
Effective Local
Implementation of
National Policy

In Bangladesh, the Counter Trafhcking
Committee is a multi-stakeholder government
framework operating from the district to the
union level. Its primary objectives are to
prevent human trafficking, identify vulnerable
individuals, protect survivors and strengthen
coordination with law enforcement agencies
and civil society organizations. At the union
level, the committee is chaired by the Union
Parishad Chairman and includes members
such as Union Parishad members, teachers,
religious leaders, community-based
organizations, and NGO representatives.

Before the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program, there was no
functional Counter Trathicking Committee
(CTC) in Khatashwar Union of Raninagar
Upazila, Naogaon District. With technical
support from the project, both the CTC and
the Child Marriage Prevention Committee
were established and activated.

AV I | |

Through house-to-house campaigns, courtyard meetings, school-based
awareness sessions, and community gatherings, the committees have
successfully communicated the risks and harmful impacts of human
trafficking and child marriage to the local population. The Chairman
himself participates in Pre-Decision Making Orientation sessions, providing
guidance on safe migration, which has increased the number of information
seekers at the Union Parishad and digital centers.

Under the leadership of Chairman Chandana Sharmin Rumki, the Union
Parishad organized entrepreneurship development and skills training for 30
trafficking survivors. Counter Trafficking Committee members referred 5
human trafhicking survivors and 4 child marriage survivors to Fight Slavery
and Trafficking-in-Persons Program partner Sachetan Society. Through the
involvement of religious leaders and local community workers (kazi), 8 child
marriages were successfully prevented. With survivor support, 2 trafficking
survivors received Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) cards, 3 received
employment opportunities, 12 received livestock rearing training, and 18
received emergency food assistance. Additionally, among 100 widowed and
divorced women, 60 received sewing training and 12 became self-reliant. The
strong and compassionate leadership of Khatashwar Union has transformed
it into a model union.

By institutionalizing the national action plan, engaging the community,
raising awareness, strengthening prevention, identifying vulnerable
individuals, supporting survivors, and ensuring supervision, accountability,
and sustainability, Khatashwar Union has played an effective role in building
a human trafficking and child marriage-free society.
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Activating the
Secretariat of the
Counter Trafficking
Committee

Asim Kumar Pal, Head Teacher of Magura
Secondary School, is an active member of both
the Counter Trafficking Committee and the
Child Marriage Prevention Committee of
Magura Union Parishad under Jhikargacha
Upazila in Jessore district. Alongside his
leadership in the education sector, he regularly
participates in committee meetings and plays a
significant role in strengthening local efforts to
prevent human trafficking and child marriage
at the union level.

On November 20, 2024, a training session on
the roles and responsibilities of Counter
Trafficking Committee and Child Marriage
Prevention Committee was organized, wherein
Asim Kumar Pal actively participated. During
the training, which brought into consideration
the local context and challenges, a joint action
plan was developed to strengthen initiatives for
preventing child marriage, combating human
trafhicking and promoting safe migration. This
action plan has helped create a more structured
and coordinated approach to prevention
activities at the union level.

Following the training, a designated room was allocated as the secretariat for
Counter Trafficking Committee and Child Marriage Prevention Committee,
which established an institutional base for the committees to conduct their
activities more effectively. In addition, budget allocation was ensured for
activities related to the prevention of child marriage and human trafficking
and mechanisms were introduced to organize regular and effective
committee meetings. These steps have significantly strengthened the
operational capacity of both committees and made their activities more
organized and impactful.

As part of the action plan, on January 27, 2026, Asim Kumar Pal delivered an
awareness session on child marriage and safe migration at his school that
was attended by 130 male students and 116 female students. During the
session, he highlighted the legal implications and associated risks of child
marriage and the importance of awareness, encouraging students to remain
informed and to share these important messages with their families and
communities.

As a result of these coordinated initiatives by the Counter Trafficking
Committee and Child Marriage Prevention Committee, the risks of child
marriage and human trafficking in the area have reportedly decreased. The
committees have expressed their commitment to continuing these efforts in
the future to build a safer, more informed and resilient community.
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Mostafizul Haque
A Grassroots
Change-Maker
Strengthening
Community
Protection

Mostafizul Haque (41), from Bholahat,
Chapainawabganj, is a respected and
trusted figure in his community. A
farmer by profession, his social
responsibility and humanitarian values
have propelled him to the forefront of
community leadership.

He joined Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program as a
Peer Leader in 2021 and later received
structured capacity-building training on
leadership, localization, and
sustainability. This enhanced his skills
and confidence, enabling him to lead
community-driven initiatives to prevent
human trafficking, child marriage, and
unsafe migration.

His activities include: 25 courtyard meetings, 10 school sessions, 100 group
discussions, and door-to-door campaigns reaching 100 families. Through
these efforts, he identified 10 child marriage victims, 30 at-risk child marriage
cases, 20 human trafficking victims, and 50 individuals at risk of trafficking.

Recognizing his leadership, he was nominated as a member of the Union
Counter Trathicking Committee Through this platform, he facilitated
Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) rice support for 30 families, disability  al-
lowances for four individuals, and connected 100 vulnerable families to the
Food-Friendly Program.

He also referred 15 returnee trafficking victims to Program partner
organization BRAC for livelihood support, enabling each to receive BDT
100,000 (equivalent to USD 820). For safe migration, he linked community
members with District Employment and Manpower Office and Technical
Training Center services, leading to four participants completing skill
development training and six safely migrating to Italy, Dubai, and Saudi
Arabia. Mostafizul Haque’s work demonstrates that peer-led, localized
initiatives can drive sustainable and effective community protection.

48




e I S<eld 91 3112 @ il
EIRICRIERGIG R IR OO RO
SHEAEE @i Hfere sfactrs
FE T AQEE AEFE 8
wElered Ty B A0 |

I wWweE fam (29) TEFRh
(G149 ST SATGAE A ATSCE!
AN OFG ATA oFel | iag
3 Tofq wfds AHhg asae!
WA | @ S¢ 929 I fof
AR MFE 29 «@de AE
% @ THF et A
24| 0D A dteed DA
bl viftg @i I |

Pl

fofel 26 BT | AT WG ers (FRITAE 1T 8F IE1 @92 2039 AT
IPIFFed RDRS AEwe*d FSTIP 2@05d A% I& 2| [iad 304
Hfeeers! (AP Faite o Tl aeiaaz, g, Fib! Fied ¢ TaabiEd
fqeets FNTHD 210 SThodel & S FfGy AP Fa02 | ©lF STt
FAeHiba wwe fonaw w4l fafien ¢ Sfapiad [Era vieite T 2@ |

FSTIP (2I&ltad S&Ie @f*wel @ F2iweld N (6 (9w, TK2fo @i (B3
FACHD O 7ol SeGq FACZ | OfF IR SaI"e Hproaadmal B
P @ (el A2ell faEme wigved st “afiel JFEE” v Saz|
FEATEIDCS o e Twe I Aol bl 2T et A0S 9z |

49

From Adversity
to Advocacy
Munni Akhter’s
Fight for Rights
and Justice

Today, Munni Akhter Rima stands as a
symbol of courage and hope in her
community. She has transformed the pain
of her own life experiences into strength,
working actively to protect the rights and
safety of other women.

Munni Akhter Rima (23) is a young
woman from Purana Pailo village in Sadar
Upazila of Joypurhat district. Growing up
in a poor family, she experienced financial
hardship from an early age. At just 15 years
old, she became a victim of child marriage
and later endured both physical and
emotional abuse. In 2021, her life took
another difficult turn when she was
diagnosed with blood cancer. Instead of
supporting her during treatment, her
husband divorced her and abandoned his
responsibilities.

Despite these challenges, Munni refused to give up. She began
volunteering with a local NGO and, in 2023, officially joined Fight Slavery
and Trafficking-in-Persons Program activities implemented by partner
organization RDRS Bangladesh. Motivated by her own experiences, she
now works at the community level to raise awareness and prevent child
marriage, dowry practices, violence against women, and human
trafficking. Through her efforts, at least three women in her community
have been able to stand up against violence and injustice.

Through training and support provided under the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program, Munni has developed strong skills in
leadership, community mobilization and sustainable service delivery.

In recognition of her remarkable contribution, the local administration
and the District Department of Women Affairs awarded her the
prestigious “Joyita Award.” Today, she is widely recognized in her
community as a confident, capable, and inspiring woman leader.
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Knowledge is Power
Guiding Youth
Towards Safe
Migration through
Pre-Decision

Making Orientation
(PDMO)

In December 2025, with support from the Fight
Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program
Social Behavior change campaign, partner
organization Sachetan Society conducted a
Pre-Decision-Making Orientation session in
Mirat Union, Raninagar Upazila, Naogaon
District. Twenty-five young people planning to
go abroad participated in the session.

One participant, Rakib, had completed his
studies but had been unemployed for a long
period. Misled by brokers and community
misconceptions, he had planned to migrate to
Russia. Encouraged by a peer leader, he
attended the Pre-Decision-Making Orientation
session, where participants learned 13 essential
steps for safe migration, the risks of cyber
scams and human trafficking, and the
importance of informed decision-making.
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The session emphasized evaluating both the potential benefits and risks of
migration, proper planning, social and financial implications, adapting to
new environments, and personal safety.

A pivotal moment in the session was hearing the firsthand experience of a
human trafficking survivor who returned from Russia. The survivor
described exploitation, forced labor, and severe risks faced by workers
abroad. Hearing this testimony prompted Rakib to reconsider his plans.
He ultimately decided not to travel to a high-risk destination and chose a
safe, legal migration pathway after consulting with his family.

The session also had a broader positive impact on other participants.
Several decided not to migrate without securing a valid contract, while
others initiated passport procedures, contacted government offices, or
enrolled in skills development training. This demonstrates that
Pre-Decision-Making Orientation based Social Behavior change campaign
interventions undertaken at the right time can empower youth to make
informed, responsible, and safe migration decisions. Such initiatives enable
young people to assess migration-related risks, understand safe pathways,
and make evidence-based choices, ultimately reducing vulnerability to
human trafficking and promoting responsible, sustainable migration

practices.
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Afaz Uddin
Strengthening

Social Protection
and Anti-Trafficking
Efforts

Afaz Uddin, Chairman of Jambaria Union,
Bholahat, Chapainawabganj, exemplifies the
proactive role of local government in social
protection. Under his leadership, the Union
Counter Trafficking Committee has initiated
positive change to prevent human trafhcking
and child marriage. Invited by Fight Slavery
and Trafficking-in-Persons Program, he
participated in the National Plan of Action
workshop in Rajshahi, gaining critical
knowledge on community-based prevention
strategies, safe migration, and victim support
management.

After the workshop, he quickly established the
union-level Counter Trafficking Committee,
which now holds regular monthly meetings
with active participation from both women and
men. Awareness activities are being
implemented across all wards, with particular
focus on wards 6, 8, and 9, which have high
numbers of potential migrants and trafficking
risks.

Under his leadership, support has been provided to vulnerable
populations: 10 families at risk of trafficking and 5 returnees received
Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) cards; 10 individuals received
employment through a 40-day program; and 4 vulnerable families
received winter clothing support. These interventions have helped
restore socio-economic stability.

To prevent unsafe migration, pre-departure orientation sessions were
conducted for 50 potential migrants in the council hall, with
participation from the District Employment and Manpower Office.
Participants learned about the 13 steps of legal migration, cost-benefit
analysis, government processes, labor rights, and fraud prevention.

As a result, 5 individuals changed their decision to migrate to Russia;
some resumed education, while others started businesses. Through
committee formation, awareness campaigns, and targeted support,
Jambaria Union is moving steadily towards becoming a trafficking- and

child marriage-free community.
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The Story of Al Amin W

Ensuring Safe
and Legal
Migration

Al Amin, a young man from Bilerband,
Sadar Union, Zakiganj Upazila, Sylhet,
has become a recognized face for safe
migration awareness. Over the years, he
observed that many people in his
community fell prey to recruiters’ false
promises, traveling abroad through risky
routes and facing fraud, debt burdens,
and uncertain lives. This reality deeply
affected him and made him realize that
awareness and accurate information are
the most effective solutions.

Motivated by this insight, Al Amin
joined the  Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program as a Peer
Leader. He received specialized training
on legal and responsible migration
processes, recruiter tactics, victim
identification, referral management, and
community awareness creation. After
training, he began regular courtyard
meetings, community sessions, group
discussions, and door-to-door awareness
campaigns in his area.
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In simple language, he explains to people what the legal process for migration
involves, how to identify legitimate recruiting agencies, and how to protect
themselves from recruiters’ fraud. He organizes joint awareness meetings
involving local administration, the Union Counter Trafficking Committee
(CTC), and community leaders, which has strengthened his credibility in the
community.

As an active member of the CTC, he ensures that at-risk individuals are referred
in a timely manner to the District Department of Manpower and Employment,
Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training, and other service providers.
His ongoing efforts have increased awareness of safe migration in the area, with
many families now verifying accurate information before sending relatives
abroad.

For example, a young man named Jamal (pseudonym) was preparing to go
abroad through a recruiter. Al Amin explained the legal and fair process to him
and connected him with the relevant authorities. As a result, Jamal is now
preparing to migrate safely. Currently, Al Amin has formed a volunteer group
with local youth to spread the message of safe migration, creating a positive
example of community leadership and awareness.
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Abdul Hamid
An Exemplary
Leader
Emerging
from Struggle

Abdul Hamid, 36, from Bilerband village,
Sadar Union, Zakiganj Upazila, Sylhet
district, is now recognized as a resilient
and socially conscious community leader.
Born into a middle-class family, he has
transformed the hardships of his life into
strength and dedicated himself to serving
his community.

In pursuit of a better life, he paid BDT
550,000 (equivalent to USD 4,508) for a
driving visa to Kuwait. However, upon
arrival, he discovered that no driving job
awaited him. Deceived, he was left in
harsh conditions and forced into
inhumane labor. After enduring 3-4 years
of extreme hardship, he escaped and,
with the assistance of Kuwait authorities,
returned to Bangladesh. Mentally
traumatized, he  connected with
Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement
of Human Rights through a friend.
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With support from a counselor, he worked on his trauma and joined the
organization as an “ANIRBAN” member, beginning a new journey of
community service. Currently, Abdul Hamid serves as a volunteer under the
Fight Slavery and Traflicking-in-Persons Program and is an executive
member of the ANIRBAN Central Committee. Coordinating with the Union
Counter Trafficking Committee and Child Marriage Prevention Committee,
he participates in regular meetings and conducts social and family
counseling activities. His focus areas include human trafficking prevention,
safe migration awareness, and child marriage prevention.

He has so far reached more than 200 people with awareness efforts,
conducted 80 door-to-door campaigns, and identified 22 trafficking victims,
45 at-risk individuals, and 15 children at risk of early marriage. He has also
referred 20 victims to Counter Trafficking Committees and Child Marriage
Prevention Committees and 10 to other service providers.

Today, Abdul Hamid stands as a courageous voice in his community. His
leadership plays a critical role in raising awareness on human trafficking
prevention and safe migration at the local level.
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Al Amin Mia
A Journey of
Resilience and

Rebuilding

“Through proper identification,
psychosocial support, legal assistance
and livelihood support, survivors of
human trafficking can regain their
self-reliance and contribute to positive
change within their communities, Al
Amin Mia is an example of this.”
—Al-Amin

Al Amin Mia (38), a resident of
Mithapukur Upazila in Rangpur district,
migrated to Saudi Arabia on January 23,
2022, with the hope of working in the
construction sector. With the help of a
broker, he paid BDT 650,000 (equivalent
to USD 5,327) and travelled on a tourist
visa. However, after arriving there, he did
not receive regular work or wages as
promised. Instead, he endured nine
months of unpaid labor and restricted
conditions, which left him in a highly
vulnerable situation. Eventually, he
returned to Bangladesh on November 10,
2022,

On January 14, 2024, Al Amin was identified as a survivor of human
trafficking through the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program.
Following his identification, he received counseling support, life skills
training, and entrepreneurship training to help him rebuild his life. The
Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program also provided BDT 24,500
(equivalent to USD 201) as financial support to assist him in restoring his
livelihood. In addition, with legal assistance, he was able to receive BDT
13,500 (equivalent to USD 111) from the Wage Earners’” Welfare Board’s
Recovery and Advancement of Informal Sector Employment Project.

Currently, Al Amin is engaged in rice threshing, livestock rearing, and
welding work, through which he earns approximately BDT 15,000
(equivalent to USD 123) per month. This income has helped him gradually
stabilize his family’s livelihood.

Beyond rebuilding his own life, Al Amin Mia is now actively involved in
community awareness activities aimed at preventing human trafficking and
child marriage.
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Traflikcing is
Not the End of
Life: A Journey
of Resilience
and Renewal

After arriving abroad, Md. Al Amin (32)
saw his dreams turn into a nightmare.
Hailing from Gopalgaon village in
Moglabazar, South Surma Upazila, Sylhet
district, he was a hardworking young man
with hopes of improving his family’s
financial situation and securing a safer
future. Lured by a local recruiter, he
borrowed and gathered nearly BDT
300,000 (equivalent to USD 2,459) through
loans and personal savings and on October
8, 2022, he set off for Saudi Arabia.

However, contrary to the recruiter’s
promises, he did not find the work he had
expected. After some days, he was
employed at a garage, but he was not paid
fair wages. When he protested, he faced
threats and intimidation. The combination
of abuse, financial hardship, and separation
from family made his life unbearable. After
a year of struggle, having lost almost
everything and drowning in debt, he
returned to Bangladesh on October 9,
2023. Mentally shattered, he lost confidence
and saw an uncertain future.
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His family also faced severe financial distress. During this critical period,
Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights identified him as
a survivor of human trafficking and provided support under the Fight
Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program. Initially, he received mental
health counseling and psychosocial support. Gradually, he participated in
life-skills training, entrepreneurial development sessions, and family and
community-based awareness programs. These trainings played a crucial
role in rebuilding his confidence.

Inspired by the training, Al Amin applied his skills to start a small business.
Today, he works as a self-reliant mason and micro-entrepreneur. Slowly, his
income is increasing, and he is able to repay his family’s debts. He is not
only working for himself but also raising awareness in his community about
safe migration and encouraging others to resist the lure of exploitative
recruiters.

Al Amin is now a conscious, confident and self-reliant entrepreneur. His
p
journey of struggle and recovery serves as a powerful source of inspiration

for others in his community.
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Al Amin Khan’s

Journey
From Deception
to Rebuilding

On November 12, 2023, Al Amin began his
journey from Bangladesh to Cambodia.
His route took him first to India for a day,
then to Sri Lanka for 20 days and later
through Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City in
Vietnam. Finally, he reached Cambodia on
January 5, 2024.

Upon arrival, Al Amin discovered he had
been taken to a fraudulent scamming
center. His passport was confiscated, and
on the very next day, he refused to
participate in the work demanded of him.
In response, the center staff demanded
USD 3,000 and instructed him to contact a
recruiter named Russel to retrieve his
passport.

Al Amin Khan (29), hails from Tagosaipur
village in Bajitpur, Kishoreganj. Being a
computer diploma graduate, he went
abroad seeking employment to support his
family. He was persuaded by his cousin,
Md. Mazharul Islam, who promised him a
position as an accountant in Cambodia
with a monthly salary of USD 1,000.
However, the company’s name was written
in Chinese scripts, and Al Amin had no
clear information about its legitimacy.

Subsequently, Al Amin stayed at Russel’s residence for nearly seven
months, where he was assigned household work. Although he was
promised new employment, it never happened. Even after paying an
additional BDT 20,000 (equivalent to USD 164), he could not secure a
legitimate job. The confiscated passport and repeated deception left him
trapped abroad, unable to return home.

In November 2024, following a police operation, he was placed in a hotel.
Later, the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program provided him
with psychosocial counseling. Through close coordination with the
Cambodia CTIP project and Bangladesh’s Crime Investigation
Department (CID) , his rehabilitation process was completed, and on
December 4, 2024, he safely returned to Bangladesh.

After returning, Al Amin received continued counseling support and a
laptop with Instant Power Supply (IPS) for his economic reintegration.
Today, he runs a small IT service shop in his village. Skilled in IT, he has
built a positive reputation within his community and serves as an inspiring
example of resilience and recovery.
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The Story of
Ataur Rahman
From Trafficking
Exploitation to
Recovery

Md. Ataur Rahman traveled to the
United Arab Emirates in August 2022
from Dhaka International Airport with
the assistance of a local broker and his
maternal uncle, Md. Ruhul Amin.
Hoping to secure employment abroad,
he borrowed BDT 240,000 (equivalent
to USD 1,967) to cover the migration
costs. However, upon arrival, he faced
severe exploitation. He was forced to
stay in a small room with 10-12 other
workers, where both food and working
conditions were extremely poor.
Despite having medical clearance from
Bangladesh, he was falsely declared
medically unfit and subjected to addi-
tional unnecessary medical tests.
Within a month, he was forcibly
deported back to Bangladesh.

Ataur Rahman (42) is from Taluk Belka
Village of Sundarganj Upazila in
Gaibandha District. He is the sixth
among eight siblings. Due to the early
death of his father and extreme poverty,
he could only study up to class three.

At the age of 26, he got married and is now a father of three children. In search of a
better livelihood, he had previously opened a small bicycle repair shop in
Sundarganj. However, increasing family expenses made it difficult to sustain the
business. Due to limited employment opportunities and a lack of awareness about
safe migration, he decided to migrate abroad. After returning to Bangladesh, he was
enrolled in the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program, where he received
comprehensive reintegration support.

Through Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons, he received psychosocial
counselling, medical assistance, awareness on safe migration and human trafficking,
livelihood support and family reintegration assistance. With the support of the Fight
Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program, Ataur Rahman was able to reopen his
bicycle repair shop through the introduction of improved tools and better financial
planning. Gradually, his income stabilized, enabling him to meet the daily needs of
his family and continue his children’s education. Ataur Rahman’s story demonstrates
that timely identification, targeted support, awareness, and livelihood assistance can
help trafficking survivors rebuild stable and dignified lives.
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Breaking the
Cycle of
Exploitation
Ayesha’s Journey
to Economic
Independence

Ayesha (35) once worked as a
struggling laborer. Today, she dreams
of establishing her own garment
enterprise. Her journey reflects not
only economic recovery but also the
restoration of dignity, confidence, and
social recognition.

Ayesha lives in Eidgaon Upazila of
Cox’s Bazar. Due to poverty and social
circumstances, she was married at a
very young age. Her husband worked
as a day laborer and was the family’s
only income earner. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, her husband
lost his job, pushing the family into
severe financial hardship. At that time,
a distant relative offered to help
Ayesha find work in a garment factory
in Chattogram and introduced her to
a man named Bazlul Haque.

On November 18, 2021, Bazlul Haque sent her to Chattogram after promising a
well-paid job. Instead, she was placed in a slum and taken to a garment factory where
she was forced to work from morning until 11 p.m. When the month ended, she
learned that her salary had been taken by the broker himself. When she protested,
she faced physical and psychological abuse. Unable to endure the situation, Ayesha
eventually left the slum and returned to Cox’s Bazar. However, upon returning
home, her in-laws expelled her and her child from the house. With no other option,
she sought shelter at her parents’ home.

Through the ANIRBAN survivor network, Ayesha later became connected with the
Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program sub-grantee Young Power in Social
Action. Through the program she received case management services, psychosocial
counselling, family and community counselling, life skills training, and
entrepreneurship development training. On October 13, 2024, with support from
Young Power in Social Action and Winrock International, she received a sewing
machine. She later completed additional training as an industrial sewing machine
operator. After completing the training, Ayesha started a small home-based mini
tailoring business in her community. Today, she earns a regular income through
tailoring, has restored financial stability in her household, and continues to support
her children’s education.
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From Struggle to
Reintegration
Farhad Hossain’s
Journey of
Recovery

"Before, I was lost and unsure about
my future. But after receiving train-
ing, I regained control over my life.
Because of the Fight Slavery and Traf-
ficking-in-Persons Program, I have
been able to rebuild my life in a new
way," says Farhad Hossain.

Farhad Hossain (25), son of Haidar
Ali, is a resident of Chalua Village in
Udakhali Union of Fulchhari Upazila
in Gaibandha District. Before
migrating abroad, he used to operate a
small photocopy and printing business
in his locality.

Driven by the hope of escaping
poverty and achieving a better life, he
migrated to Saudi Arabia on
November 14, 2021 through a broker
and a relative. He paid BDT 360,000
(equivalent to USD 2,951) for the visa
arrangement. However, the reality
abroad was far from what he had
expected.
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Instead of stable employment, he experienced unemployment, excessive working
hours of 15-16 hours per day, psychological abuse, and even 15 days of detention and
mistreatment by Saudi police. After returning to Bangladesh, Farhad felt emotionally
broken and directionless. The Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program
played a crucial role in his recovery and reintegration. He was identified by Abdul
Halim, a Peer Leader of the project, and later received psychosocial counselling from
trained counsellors. The Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program also
provided him with entrepreneurship development training and life skills training.

Through coordination with the International Labour Organization, he received
guidance in business planning and confidence-building. As part of economic
reintegration support, he was provided with an Instant Power Supply (IPS) machine
worth BDT 13,575 ( equivalent to USD 111), enabling him to restart his business.
Farhad successfully reopened his photocopy, printing, and computer service shop.
With renewed confidence, he now plans to expand his business and establish a larger
shop in the future.

Today, Farhad actively participates in community meetings, shares his experience
with others, and maintains strong connections with local government institutions to
support awareness on safe migration and trafficking prevention.
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Fasadul Islam
Rebuilding a
Life of Dignity

Fasadul Islam now earns BDT 13,000
(equivalent to USD 107) per month and
lives a stable and dignified life with his
family. He is a resident of Rasulpur
village, Shahagola Union, Atrai Upazila,
Naogaon, and a rehabilitated survivor of
human trafficking.

After completing grade six, Fasadul had
to leave school due to his family’s
financial constraints. At just 16, he started
driving a battery-powered auto-rickshaw
to support his five-member family. In
2014, he worked at a cloth shop for a
monthly salary of BDT 8,000 (equivalent
to USD 66), while his father ran a tea
stall. Despite these efforts, the family’s
financial situation remained unstable.
Seeking a better future, his family
decided to send him abroad. Through an
acquaintance, a broker offered him a
marketing job in a Saudi Arabian
shopping mall, demanding BDT 480,000
(equivalent to USD 3,934) while
promising a monthly salary of BDT
35,000 (equivalent to USD 287) plus over-
time. The family borrowed the full
amount and sent him to Saudi Arabia on
February 24, 2023.

Upon arrival, Fasadul was confined to a room with 12 others in unsanitary
conditions. He was not provided adequate food or proper work. After 22
days, he was forced into heavy construction work not included in his
contract and paid with irregular wages. Enduring abuse and exploitation, he
finally escaped and returned to Bangladesh on March 26, 2023.

An ANIRBAN member referred him to the team of Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program partner organization Sachetan Society,
where he was identified as a survivor of human trafficking. He then received
counseling, life skills training, and entrepreneurship training. Based on his
prior experience, Sachetan Society facilitated his employment as a salesman
at “Jononi Bostro Bittan” in Bhavanipur Bazar, Shahagola Union.

Fasadul’s story highlights how timely support and livelihood opportunities
can bring sustainable and lasting change in the lives of individuals who have
survived human trafficking.
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Faisal Mia
From Bitter

Experiences to
a Path of Light

Faisal Mia, a 28-year-old hardworking
and socially conscious young man from
Moglabazar  Union, South  Surma
Upazila, Sylhet district, has been
tirelessly working to prevent human
trafficking and child marriage as a
committed member of the Fight Slavery
and Trafficking-in-Persons Program.

At one point, Faisal dreamed of changing
his  fortune by going abroad.
Unfortunately, he fell into the trap of a
human trafficking network and was
forced to endure a harsh and exploitative
life. After a long struggle, upon returning
to Bangladesh, he made a resolute
decision: to dedicate himself to awareness
and education so that no one else would
face the dangers he experienced.

Currently, Faisal runs a  small
telecommunications business in his area.
Alongside this, as a dedicated Fight
Slavery  and  Trafficking-in-Persons
Program member he educates his
community about the risks of trafficking.

He regularly advises people on what information to know before traveling
abroad and how to avoid falling into recruiters’ traps. He also participates in
coordination meetings at the union and upazila levels, engaging in discussions

on preventing human trafficking, child marriage, and violence against women
and children.

Faisal has been active in preventing child marriage as well. By sharing his own
experiences, he raises awareness among parents, youth, and community leaders.
His initiatives have brought visible positive changes in the community.
According to his activity records, his achievements include: 20 community
meetings, 8 issue-based school sessions, 70 people reached through awareness, 3
observance days, 5 door-to-door campaigns, 2 child marriage prevention
interventions, 41 human trafficking victims identified, 8 at-risk individuals
identified, 10 people at risk of child marriage identified, 4 cases referred to
Counter Trafficking Committees and Child Marriage Prevention Committees,
and 20 cases referred to other government and non-government organizations.

Faisal Mia’s courage, sense of responsibility and dedication have become a

guiding light for his community.
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Education is
Power:

The Journey of
Asmaul Husna

“A little timely support can help even a
lost young woman find her path to
success.”

—Asmaul Husna

Asmaul Husna (16), a teenager from
Madhumpara village in Rajshahi
district, became a victim of child
marriage while she was in the tenth
grade. When her husband’s family
refused to recognize the marriage, her
father was brought in to resolve the
situation. In the midst of this tense
situation, her family sought legal
support through BLAST Rajshahi, and
Husna was identified as a vulnerable
adolescent under the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program by the
Aware Society initiative.

Through the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program, Husna
received counseling, educational support, and life skills training. The principal
of Verendra College provided her with Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC)
science books. After participating in a three-day life skills training, she regained
her confidence, focused on her studies, and secured third place in her
second-year exams. At the same time, she began raising awareness about the
harmful effects of child marriage in her community.

Husna also joined the Bangladesh Girls Guide Association, received specialized
training, and was honored with the association’s “Dikkah” award. She achieved
first place in Bangladesh Studies for the Rajshahi division at the Bangabandhu
Shrijonshil Medha Anusandhan 2023 event. After completing her HSC, she
enrolled in the honors program at National University. Subsequently, Fight
Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program referred her to Block Butik’s
vocational training for women, followed by tailoring training, helping her build
practical skills alongside her studies.

Today, Asmaul Husna dreams of becoming an inspiring teacher, spreading the
light of education among young girls and women in her community, while
continuing her journey as both a student and a budding entrepreneur.
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Bithi: A Bold
Voice in the
Fight for Girls’
Education

“I will not let anyone else make decisions
for my life.” —Bithi

Bithi, a young woman from
Gangarampur village, Durbhapur Union,
Shibganj, Chapainawabganj, is the
second of four siblings. Her father is a day
laborer and her mother a homemaker. At
age 16, while in grade ten, economic
hardship and social pressure led to her
marriage through religious rites on
May 25, 2023, without any legal
documentation.

After marriage, due to her husband’s
mental health issues, Bithi faced physical
and psychological abuse in her in-laws’
home. When the situation became
unbearable, her parents brought her back
to their home. With no legal documenta-
tion, she could not access legal support.
Within five months, the marriage ended,
leaving her life at a standstill.

During this critical period, a Peer Leader from the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program partner organization Gana Unnayan Kendra
visited her home. Through ongoing counseling and family discussions, Bithi was
encouraged to resume her education. She expressed her determination to
continue her studies and on March 31, 2024 the Program provided her with
necessary school supplies.

With renewed confidence, Bithi continued her studies and successfully passed
the Secondary School Certificate examination. She is now a second-year student
at Shibganj Women’s Degree College and recently participated in a three-day
life skills training in Rajshahi, strengthening her confidence and
decision-making skills.

Today, she actively engages in child marriage prevention campaigns, adolescent
gatherings, and school-based awareness activities, reaching nearly 500 people.
She has assisted in identifying three at-risk girls and encouraged 30 girls to
participate in various training programs. In her own words, “To eliminate child
marriage, we all must work together.” Bithi is now not just a survivor but a
symbol of education, confidence and social change.




LT T
colfaeT

S GIEIY
© od ATY

TfF etd (A AW | e ¢
o 0y @ o «afB @3
@M @ | CTAIR B FET @32
fig g AGAET =@ A
GFT BT GFGE  SFINIAD
ATF (A0 OIF AT (76 =W, T
AT 7y @ 9 (&9l
¥

20%9 &I ¢ GaAR, FSTIP
s ue fereiaa T wifs
A5 WEge 2| P SRmen
TG ©lF Fegf fefe wete
of$ T =W AIGR GIITTEel
aff el @ SITE! TEIw (|l Ol
gt ¢ Frale azree F el 3w
TE|

AfF e AQB SATER
o9 @R & 3@ | I g qieg,
T e W R @oime s
YSIEE FONE O M (@B
Ffow ABISIT TET| @AAT FE
709 2/ 4317 7Y e o7 |

fog @Il 21Sia oi7 wftafos sTria Fiae eite om 7901 A HAfore e
2| e o 2 @ies 8 @@ BETE g ¢ @3 |l i 8 aWte
et MR 29| FEe ofe 26T (58 IS o AT 4 71| @F oA
Sfoqo! TBT ]I AT W @, o I/ @ @AE @« |

TS AfF wy Frpdt T, a2 Awed s ¢ st SN Shiv @b,
IRt 7 ffte, FHTHB Tt ¢ TroTel FHSE FAfFTeia weiazd
FEF | OIF ATHRIT AT AEHRANZA 2A FCACE, GG W77 TG 8 T
ASIE eferanys seeTe! Jfa (It

IO @ ifF e qftre ST ST I TATT Fa0e @3e FSTIP o<Ed
STREEN B ABT-GF TR S & (A0S TG 368 @Aeld 72 T4 |
S FSTIP 2F08d #1%F (A0F FIfeie A I G CTefs (R a7l 41 27| @3
T @1 AR WIS G2 @A TAAT TS 20T 8 THeid A @ TeoAwa
TS AT, T TSI OIF TAG (W AH B 24N Ty 2 Fie F90z | FiffFeiE
FeTar 20N fof el Ftates @, 52, fw @ STawet AT o @I afogere! &y
41 & |

79

From Hardship to Hope
A Journey
Toward a
Brighter Future

Lucky Akter refused to let hardship define
her future. Determined to support herself
and her child, she began giving private
tuition lessons and gradually saved enough
money to purchase a sewing machine. She
started sewing work and slowly began
moving toward financial independence.
During a meeting with a local
development worker, Lucky received
encouragement that inspired her to
resume her education. On 5 July 2023, she
enrolled in the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program through a
peer leader. With educational support
from the project, Lucky was admitted to
Fulchhari Degree College. The project’s
life skills training and entrepreneurship
development support helped strengthen
her confidence and decision-making
abilities.

Lucky Akter is the eldest of three sisters
from Barmatari Village under Bharotkhali
Union of Saghatta Upazila. Her father,
Md. Nalu Mia, and mother, Shiuli Begum,
struggled to support the family financially.
Growing up in a poor household, Lucky
dreamed of continuing her education and
supporting her family.

However, after completing her Secondary School Certificate examination,
financial hardship forced her into early marriage. After the marriage, she
discovered that her husband was unemployed and addicted to drugs. She soon
became a victim of both physical and psychological abuse. Although she
attempted to enroll in college, her in-laws opposed the idea. Eventually, while
pregnant, she returned to her parents’ home, as her husband had abandoned his
responsibilities. Today, Lucky is not only a student but also an active community
advocate. She participates in courtyard meetings, adolescent club sessions,
community gatherings and awareness campaigns. Through her efforts, awareness
regarding child marriage prevention, safe migration and anti-trafficking measures
has increased within her community.

Currently, Lucky earns an income from sewing work at her home and remains
involved in community development initiatives through other activities of
Program sub-grantee Gana Unnayan Kendra. To support Lucky in meeting her
living expenses while continuing her education through income generating
activities, the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program provided her with
an electric sewing machine. As a result, she is now able to produce goods more
easily and efficiently compared to when she used her manual sewing machine,
which has improved her ability to use sewing as a source of income. By becoming
financially independent, she has demonstrated that with courage, education, and
support, even the most challenging circumstances can be overcome.
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Breaking the Chains
Liza Akter’s
Journey Towards

Guided by the belief that, “no chain
can hold a woman back when she has
education and confidence,” Liza is
now actively working toward building
a child marriage free society.

With the support of Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program
sub-grantee Gana Unnayan Kendra
and in collaboration with Manda
Thana Adarsha Balika School &
College, Liza is currently pursuing her
Higher Secondary Certificate. Beyond
academics, life skills and leadership
training in Rajshahi have completely
transformed her. Once a victim of
abuse, she has now become a
powerful voice against child marriage
in her community.

a Brighter Future

'H_‘

Liza Akter, a girl from a lower middle-class family in Manda Upazila, Naogaon,
always dreamed of standing on her own feet through education. But in 2019, at just
14 years old that dream was abruptly clouded. While in grade eight, her father
secretly arranged her marriage. Her teenage life turned into a nightmare, as she
faced severe physical and psychological abuse at the hands of her husband in
Dhaka. Unable to endure the torment of a substance-abusing spouse, Liza took a
courageous stand. She returned to her father’s home, asserted her dignity, and
firmly declared that she would never go back to that horrific life. Even when her
family considered remarriage, Liza refused.

During this difficult time, hope entered Liza’s life through the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in- Persons Program partner organization Gana Unnayan Kendra. She
received protection and support, including seven days of counseling and
psychological assistance in a safe shelter, which restored her lost confidence.

Today, Liza is no longer a survivor, she is a victor. Her journey demonstrates that
with timely support and protection, any young girl can transform trauma into
strength and become a catalyst for change in her community.
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Standing Up
Against Violence
Morsheda’s
Journey of
Resilience

On 10 July 2024, Mosammat Morsheda
Khatun was enrolled as a victim under
the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program.
Morsheda, who comes from Atigram
village of Tulshiganga Union in
Khetlal Upazila of Joypurhat district,
was once a simple eighth-grade
student with big dreams. Her father
worked as an agricultural labourer
and Morsheda hoped to complete her
education and support her struggling
family.

However, her life took a different turn
when her family forced her to marry
Md. Farid Hossain, age 25, against her
will. Before the marriage, she had
been assured that she would be able to
continue her education. But once she
moved to her in-laws’ house, her
dreams quickly faded. Her husband
was unemployed, occasionally abused
substances, and subjected her to
repeated physical and emotional
abuse. The ongoing violence made her
life unbearable.

Unable to endure the situation any longer, Morsheda returned to her parents’ home.
Her family rescued her and arranged medical treatment, and eventually the marriage
ended in divorce. The experience left her physically weak and emotionally distressed.
Parveen Akter, a Peer Leader from Tulshiganga Union, reported Morsheda’s case to
the Program Officer of Program partner RDRS Bangladesh. Under the Fight Slavery
and Trafficking-in-Persons Program, she received comprehensive support, including
psychosocial counselling, life skills training, educational support and school materi-
als to help her recover and continue her education.

With the Program’s support, Morsheda gradually regained her confidence and devel-
oped a positive outlook on life. She resumed attending school regularly and now
encourages her classmates to stand against child marriage and continue their educa-
tion. Teachers also appreciated the role of RDRS Bangladesh in helping Morsheda
return to school.

Morsheda now dreams of completing her studies, securing a decent job and standing
beside women who face violence and injustice. Based on a needs assessment, the
Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program also provided her with two goats
as income-generating support. Alongside her studies, she now raises goats and uses
the income to support her educational expenses. This opportunity has further
strengthened her confidence and independence. 84




Mukta Rani’s

Journey Towards
Women’s
Resilience

In September 2024, during
community-based case identification
activities under the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program,
Mukta Rani was identified by Program
partner Gana Unnayan Kendra as a
survivor of child marriage and abuse.
Field assessments revealed that Mukta
faced multiple risks, including legal
insecurity, disrupted  education,
psychological stress and lack of
livelihood opportunities.
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Mukta Rani, 21, lives in Manda Upazila, Naogaon. She was forced into child
Under the Fight Slavery and  marriage while in grade eight due to family pressure and poverty. After marriage,
Trafficking-in-Persons Program, she she experienced physical, psychological, and economic abuse and became a mother
received comprehensive support: legal ~ at a young age. The abuse escalated after her child was born, prompting her to
assistance,  educational ~ support  return to her father’s house and file a legal case against her husband, which is

including financial aid for learning  currently ongoing.
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From Struggle
to Self-Reliance:

Rafiya’s Story
of Resilience

“Rafiya’s story demonstrates that with
the right support, opportunities for
skill development, and strong personal
determination, even a young survivor
of abuse can rebuild her life and
become a positive force in her
community.”

Rafiya was born into a low-income
family in Napitkhali, Cox’s Bazar. On
15 January 2020, at just 17 years and 8
months old, her parents arranged her
marriage due to financial hardship and
social pressure. However, marriage did
not bring stability to her life. At her
in-laws’ house, Rafiya experienced
physical, emotional and dowry-related
violence from her husband and other
family members. Unable to tolerate the
abuse, she eventually returned to her
parents’ home. In many communities,
a married daughter returning to her
parental home creates significant social
pressure for the family. During this
difficult  time, Rafiya  became
connected to Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program
partner organization YPSA through
the ANIRBAN survivor network.

Through the Program, she received case management services, psychosocial
counselling, family counselling and temporary shelter support when needed. The
Program also enabled her to resume her education.

Life skills training provided by Winrock International helped rebuild her confidence
and increased her awareness of her rights. To develop practical skills for the future,
she also participated in a six-month vocational training under the STAR program,
where she learned tailoring and sewing machine operation.

Balancing family responsibilities, education, and training was challenging, but Rafiya
remained determined. She supported her family financially by giving private tuition
while continuing her studies. Currently, she is studying in the second year of her
Honours program at Cox’s Bazar Government College. On December 21, 2025, she
joined the NGO Protyashi as a Child Executive in one of its projects.

In her current role, she supports women from the community in producing and
marketing handmade products. Through this work, she is helping other women
improve their income and skills while establishing herself as a confident and

empowered young leader in her community.
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Preventing Child
Marriage and
Rebuilding a
Future Through
Education

In 2025, Rumi Khatun achieved a GPA
of 4.63 in the Higher Secondary
Certificate  examination in the
Commerce group. Today, she dreams
of pursuing higher education and
contributing to the development of
her country.

Rumi Khatun is a young woman from
Chandia Village in Fulchhari Upazila
of Gaibandha District. Her father,
Md. Ruhul Amin, is a van driver who
works hard to support their family of
five. Rumi was a bright student in class
nine at Chandia Women’s School and
College.

However, at the age of 16, due to
financial ~ hardship, her family
arranged her marriage to a man from
the same village on July 13, 2022. Soon
after the marriage, her husband and
in-laws began demanding dowry.
Unable to meet these demands, Rumi
repeatedly returned to her parents’
home. Eventually, on July 13, 2023, her
husband divorced her.

Despite this painful experience, Rumi refused to give up on her dreams. She
resumed her studies and appeared in the Secondary School Certificate (SSC)
examination in 2023 from the Science group, achieving a GPA of 4.64. She then
enrolled in class eleven to continue her education.

On May 16, 2024, Rumi was identified as a survivor of child marriage through the
Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program. Through the project, she received
psychosocial counselling, family support, and awareness services, which helped
restore her confidence. Her family also became more supportive of her education.
On May 19, 2024, Rumi received educational support and completed life skills
training, which strengthened her leadership, communication, and decision-making
abilities. Beyond her personal success, Rumi has now become an active voice for
change in her community. She participates in awareness activities on child marriage,
violence against women, human trafficking, and safe migration. Her courage and
determination are inspiring other young girls to believe that education and
perseverance can help overcome even the most difficult challenges.

Rumi herself acknowledges that the support of the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program played a crucial role in transforming her struggle

into success.
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Rising Above
Hardship:
Shabana Biswas’
Commitment to
Her Daughters’
Education

“Through determination, awareness,
and community engagement, it is
possible to break the cycle of poverty
and harmful social practices.”

—Shabana Biswas

Shabana Biswas (43), a homemaker
from Shimulia village in Jhikargacha
Upazila of Jessore district, is a woman
who continues to fight every day to
sustain her family despite limited
income. Her husband, Tapan Biswas,
drives a rented auto-rickshaw and
earns around BDT 9,000 (equivalent to
USD). 74 per month. Financial
hardship has long been a constant
challenge for the family. Yet, even
within these constraints, Shabana
made the firm and courageous
decision that her three daughters
would pursue higher education and
none of them would ever become
victims of child marriage. Her eldest
daughter, Riya Biswas, has successfully
completed her Honours and master’s

Community Awareness Through SBCC Campaign on TIP and CM Engaging |
Peer Leaders and Private Sector Actors -

USDOS Fights Slavery and Trafficking-in- Persens (FSTIP) Program

Implemented by: Rights Jessore
Supported by: US Department of StateWinrock Internatigg

degree in political science. Her second daughter, Jimiya Biswas, is currently studying
in the third year of her Honours in Accounting, while her youngest daughter,
Shantika Biswas, is in the first year of her Honours in Management. In many
communities, financial pressure and social expectations often push families to marry
off their daughters at an early age. However, Shabana chose a different path,
prioritizing education, dignity, and equal opportunities for her daughters. Shabana
became more aware of the harmful impacts of child marriage after participating in
courtyard meetings (Uthan Boithok) organized under the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program by partner organization Rights Jessore. Through
these sessions, she learned about the negative consequences of child marriage, health
risks faced by adolescent girls, relevant legal provisions, and the long-term benefits of
education. She realized that early marriage does not reduce poverty; rather, it
increases vulnerability and limits future opportunities.

In recognition of her strong commitment and leadership, Shabana Biswas was
honored as a “Champion Parent” on November 11, 2025. Following this recognition,
she took the initiative to organize two courtyard meetings herself, where she shared
her experiences and encouraged other parents to prioritize their daughters’
education. As a result of her efforts, a gradual change in mindset is taking place within
her village. Conversations that once focused on early marriage are now increasingly
centered on girls” education and their future potential. Shabana’s journey powerfully
demonstrates that a conscious mother can transform an entire community, and her
story continues to serve as a source of hope and motivation for many others.
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Confidence is
Strength: The

Story of Sumaiya
Khatun Shimla

“The same year my marriage ended, I
also passed my Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) exams.”

—Sumaiya Khatun

Sumaiya Khatun Shimla (18) is a
young woman from Singa village,
Durgapur Upazila, Rajshahi district.
Her father works as a small-scale fish
seller, supporting a family of four
When her father suddenly fell ill, the
family struggled to cover their basic
needs. At this time, her mother decid-
ed to marry her off. Sumaiya was in
eighth grade, while her husband was
27 years old, leaving her with no voice
in the decision.

Sumaiya spent two years at her
husband’s home, continuing her stud-
ies despite the challenges. However,
due to her husband’s gambling and
growing debts, her family eventually
decided to end the marriage. Remark-
ably, that same year, Sumaiya success-
fully passed her Secondary School
Certificate  (SSC) exams. Upon
returning to her parental home,

she was referred to the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program partner
organization Sachetan Society through ANIRBAN members. She received ongoing
counseling support and expressed her strong desire to continue her education. With
their help, she enrolled in college for her Higher Secondary Certificate. Fight Slavery
and Trafficking-in- Persons staff coordinated with her teachers to provide books and
notes for Higher Secondary Certificate first and second year, valued at approximately
BDT 20,000 (equivalent to USD 164).

On June 8, 2024, she participated in a life skills training organized by Winrock
International in Rajshahi, which further strengthened her confidence. Sumaiya went
on to pass her Higher Secondary Certificate exams with a 3.75 GPA in the Arts
stream, opening the door to higher education. With continued support from Fight
Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons, she received additional books and learning
materials. After Higher Secondary Certificate, she enrolled in History Honours at
Rajshahi Women’s College under the National University and later completed
vocational training at Block Butik’s Women Technical Training Center program. To
support her in meeting her living expenses while continuing her education through
income generating activities, the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program
provided Sumaiya with an electric sewing machine, which now serves as a source of
her livelihood. Today, Sumaiya dreams of becoming a ranked government officer and
is determined to actively prevent child marriage in her community.
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Md. Al Amin
Turning a
Broken Dream
into a Story of
Inspiration

Md. Al Amin has transformed his personal
hardships into strength and now works
as an inspiring human rights activist,
raising awareness and preventing human
trafficking. A 30-year-old from Moglabazar,
Sylhet district, Al Amin set off for Saudi
Arabia on October 19, 2019, hoping for a
better life. A recruiter promised him a
high-paying job and collected nearly
BDT 500,000 (equivalent to USD 4,098).
However, upon arrival, his dream quickly
turned into a nightmare. No one was there
to receive him at the airport, leaving him
helpless and in tears. Later, with the help
of a local Bangladeshi, temporary
accommodation was arranged for him.

After about 8 months without work, his
legal documents expired and he became an
undocumented migrant. During this period,
all contact with the recruiter was lost. Due
to his irregular status, he was arrested by
the Saudi authorities and spent nearly 20
days in detention, where he endured
various forms of abuse. Finally, on Novem-
ber 16, 2021, he returned to Bangladesh,
physically and mentally exhausted.
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Back home, through support from the Union Parishad and the Bangladesh
Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights, he joined the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program. Through counseling and life skills training, he
gradually regained confidence and became an active member of ANIRBAN.
Later, he filed a case against the fraudulent recruiter and successfully recovered
BDT 80,000 (equivalent to USD 156), which helped support his rehabilitation.
He received livelihood support from Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program and established a poultry farm in his house. Currently, Al Amin serves
as a volunteer of ANIRBAN under the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program and is an executive member of the ANIRBAN Central Committee.
Coordinating with the Union Counter Trafficking Committee and Child
Marriage Prevention Committee, he participates in regular meetings and
conducts social and family counseling activities. His focus areas include human
trafficking prevention, safe migration awareness, and child marriage prevention.

Today, Al Amin works actively to raise awareness about human trafficking and
risky migration. Through courtyard meetings, community sessions, school
programs, and door-to-door campaigns, he has educated hundreds of people
and identified many individuals at risk of trafficking, connecting them with the
support they need. His initiatives continue to save lives and inspire hope for

many in the future. 9 6
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Golam Rabbi’s
Journey to
Economic
Resilience

"With the support of the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program, I have
overcome the trauma of human trafficking
and exploitation. Now, I am not only
earning a living but also providing
stability for my family and opportunities
for my own education.” —~Golam Rabbi

Golam Rabbi, a resident of Batajor village,
Gournadi Upazila, Barishal District,
worked in his father’s grocery store during
his student years. As the family grew,
supporting household expenses became
increasingly  difficult. ~ After  Rabbi
completed his  Secondary  School
Certificate, his father fell seriously ill, and
Rabbi borrowed money from relatives to
cover medical expenses. To further
support his family, he decided to work
abroad and traveled to Dubai with BDT
300,000 (equivalent to USD 2,459) assisted
by relatives.

Upon arrival at the airport, a broker’s representative took him and confiscated
all his documents. Initially, the broker promised to provide job details later.
When Rabbi inquired again, he faced physical and psychological abuse and
death threats. After 20 days, he was assigned construction work and forced to
work 14 hours a day without additional pay. Unable to endure the conditions, he
left the workplace but was intercepted by authorities and forcibly returned to
Bangladesh.

Back home, Rabbi enrolled in the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program at Ahsania Mission, Dhaka. There he first received a 3-day Life Skills
Development training, which significantly improved his mental well-being,
followed by a 2-day Entrepreneurship Development training.

Using his personal savings, he began selling tea, biscuits, cigarettes and other
small goods near Batajor Fish Market. In 2024, with support from the Fight
Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program, he received goods worth BDT
25,000 (equivalent to USD 205) for his grocery business. His income steadily
increased, with daily sales of BDT 2,000-3,000 (equivalent to USD 16-26).
Today, Golam Rabbi supports his family through the business and can afford
the education of his children, achieving economic independence and stability

after surviving human trafficking.
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Supporting a
Woman
Survivor of
Child Marriage

and Human
Traflicking

Ms. Maleka Khatun was identified for
participation ~ Fight ~ Slavery  and
Trafficking-in-Persons ~ Program  via
partner organization Sachetan Society
through a referral by another survivor.
With the Program, she received
counseling services, life skills training,
and entrepreneurship support. During
the needs assessment, Moleka expressed
her interest in managing her grocery
shop more effectively. With financial
support from Winrock International, she
received the necessary supplies for her
shop. Today, her business is running
successfully, generating an income of
approximately BDT 10,000 (equivalent to
USD 82) per month.

Moleka Khatun (46) lives in Shahapur Kuria village, Manda Upazila, Naogaon.
She studied only up to class 2 due to poverty. Her husband, Md. Anisur
Rahman, is a farmer. Supporting their five-member family with limited income
was challenging, and financial security for the future was uncertain. Hoping
for a better life, Moleka decided to work in Saudi Arabia. Through a local
agent in Dhaka, she was promised a cleaner’s job with a monthly salary of BDT
36,000 ( equivalent to USD 295), including food and accommodation. The
agent demanded BDT 140,000 (equivalent to USD 1,148), which she borrowed
from different NGOs. After almost three months, she was sent abroad, where
she had to work 20-22 hours daily and care for a child in addition to her job.
The living conditions were poor, and her salary was irregular. Eventually, she
returned to Bangladesh with family support.

Currently, Moleka is an active member of her community. She raises awareness
about safe migration and human trafficking, conducts sessions on child
marriage, safe migration, and trafficking risks, and refers survivors to Sachetan

Society when needed.
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The Return of
Rana Sardar

Even in the midst of hardship and
despair, it is possible to rebuild a life
through resilience, hard work and the
right support. Rana Sardar’s journey is
not only a story of personal recovery
but also one of inspiration for his
community.

With dreams in his eyes, Rana Sardar
once left home to work abroad. His
hope was simple yet powerful: to
provide a better future for his
children, ensure their education, and
build a happy and stable family. Like
many others, he carried countless
plans and aspirations with him.
Unfortunately, those dreams were
shattered when he became a victim of
fraud by a broker. The burden of debt
soon overwhelmed him, and the
future began to look uncertain and
dark. During that difficult time, Rana
even began to lose faith in himself.

At this critical moment, a staff
member from the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program
partner organization Dhaka Ahsania
Mission came into contact with him.
Rana shared his painful migration
experience and the challenges he was
facing after returning home.

After assessment, he was enrolled in the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program as a survivor, where he received counseling support. He also participated in
life skills training, which gradually helped him regain his confidence and sense of
direction.

Considering his interests and potential, Rana was later provided with small
entrepreneurship training under the project. To help him restart his livelihood, he
received BDT 30,000 (equivalent to USD 246) as livelihood support from the Fight
Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program. Using this support, he opened a small
grocery shop in his community. Through dedication, honesty and careful
management, the business gradually grew. Today, Rana earns around BDT
25,000—-30,000 (equivalent to USD 205-246) per month, which allows him to cover
his household expenses, repay his debts and support his children’s education.

Beyond rebuilding his own life, Rana Sardar has also become an active member of
ANIRBAN Madaripur. He now works to raise awareness among aspiring migrants
and returnees so that they do not fall victim to fraud like he did. Through
community awareness sessions, school and madrasa meetings, and courtyard
gatherings (Uthan Boithok), he is helping spread important messages about safe

migration and community vigilance.
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From Despair to
Determination
of Dignity:
Trafhicking
Victim Rupaet’s
Journey

"Winrock International Fight Slavery
and Trafficking-in-Persons program
didn’t just give me job opportuni-
ty—they gave me back my dignity,"
Rupaet says. "Now, I wake up every
day knowing I am free, I am strong,
and I have a future.”

Rupaet made a life-altering decision in
pursuit of a better future. While still in
ninth class, traffickers lured him with
promises of a free visa, a high salary,
and a better life in Malaysia. Driven
by desperation to support his family,
he borrowed BDT 100,000 (equivalent
to USD 820) from relatives and agreed
to pay a broker a total of BDT 500,000
(equivalent to USD 4,098). On July 24,
2024, he boarded a trawler with 85
others, hoping to reach Malaysia by
sea. Traffickers took Rupaet to the
deep sea near Myanmar instead of his
intended destination, where they
brutally abused and extorted him and
others.

& ol ‘:
After ten harrowing days, the Myanmar Coast Guard rescued and detained them.
Upon receiving notification from Myanmar authorities, the Bangladesh
government—alongside Cox’s Bazar District Administration and anti-trafficking
partners—coordinated their repatriation on September 29, 2024. Back in
Bangladesh, Rupaet struggled with trauma and vulnerability. On October 14, 2024, a
local journalist connected him to the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons
Program partner organization Young Power in Social Action. Young Power in Social
Action provided him with comprehensive assistance, including individual counseling,
shelter, family counseling and life skills training to prepare him for employment and

reintegration.

Determined to rebuild his life, Rupaet requested job assistance from Young Power in
Social Action. Through a partnership between Young Power in Social Action and
Inani Beach Resort & Spa in Cox’s Bazar, he secured a position as a receptionist,
earning a monthly salary of USD 120 with food and accommodation included. Today,
Rupaet works confidently and successfully. His journey proves that with the right
support, even the darkest paths can lead to a brighter future. His success highlights
how economic empowerment can break the cycle of vulnerability and create lasting
change for trafficking survivors. Rupaet has already joined the survivor’s network
ANIRBAN in Cox’s Bazar, where he advocates for the rights of trafficking survivors,
strengthens protection for victims, and supports dignified reintegration efforts in
collaboration with both government and non-government organizations.

"No one should be defined by their past. With opportunity, every survivor can

rewrite their story."— Rupaet
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Saidul Islam
A Story of

Resilience and
Rebuilding

“Returning from human trafficking
and exploitation, it is possible to

become self-reliant again.”
—-Md. Saidul Islam

Md. Saidul Islam (37) hails from
Kismat Maria village in Durgapur
Upazila, Rajshahi district. Before
going abroad, he owned a small
grocery shop and a fertilizer &
pesticide store yet struggled to make
ends meet for his family. A local
broker, Ashraful, approached him
with a job offer overseas.

The broker promised that in Oman,
Saidul would work 8 hours a day
washing cars, earn a monthly salary of
BDT 32,000 (equivalent to USD 262),
receive overtime pay and tips, and
have one day off per week. To fund his
migration, the total cost was quoted as
BDT 450,000 (equivalent to USD
3,689). Saidul sold his grocery shop,
took BDT 200,000 (equiva]ent to
USD 1,639) in loans from an NGO,
and mortgaged land to cover the
remaining amount.

After 20 months and 15 days, he arrived in Oman, only to face severe exploitation. He
was first kept in a labor room, then assigned car-washing work, but instead of 8
hours, he was forced to work 13 hours daily. His wages were reduced and he had to
cover his food and accommodation expenses. When he demanded his full salary, he
was subjected to physical and psychological abuse. Eventually, he informed the
company and decided to return home, though the broker demanded BDT 150,000
(equivalent to USD 1,230) on his return, which he paid to secure his release.

Along the way, through ANIRBAN members, Saidul was connected to the Fight
Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program of partner organization Aware Society,
where he received counseling, life skills training, and entrepreneurship development.
With this support, he restarted his grocery shop and also engaged in some seasonal
business activities.

Today, Saidul enjoys a stable family life, earning around BDT 25,000 (equivalent to
USD 205) per month, sending his children to school regularly and gradually repaying
his debts. Beyond his own livelihood, he has taken on a leadership role as the Joint
Secretary of ANIRBAN Survivor Youth Voice, Rajshahi, providing guidance to TIP
survivors and raising awareness about safe migration in his community.
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The Journey of
Shahnara Akter
Shanu

On December 17, 2025, through the
RAISE project and under the
supervision of the Government of
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Shahidul Islam
From Survivor to
Community
Changemaker

Shahidul Islam (34), a resident of Shahidbag
Union under Kaunia Upazila in Rangpur
district, is now recognized as a successful
small entrepreneur and an active community
advocate working to prevent human
trafficking and child marriage. Since 2018,
with the support of Winrock International,
he has been engaged as a member of the
ANIRBAN  network, contributing to
community-based initiatives through
Counter Trafficking Committees and Child
Marriage Prevention Committees. However,
his journey to this point has been shaped by
significant hardship and resilience. In search
of better income opportunities, Shahidul was
lured by a broker and eventually became a
victim of trafficking to a Middle Eastern
country. He had been promised a job in a
factory with a monthly salary of BDT 45,000
(equivalent to USD 369) along with food and
accommodation. But the reality was very
different. After arriving there, he was
confined in a factory for several months and
forced to endure extremely difficult
conditions. After months of suffering, he was
finally able to return to Bangladesh in 2018.
Following his return, he was identified as a
survivor of human trafficking with the
support of RDRS Bangladesh, a partner
organization of the Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program along with
the Counter Trafficking Committee of
Shahidbag Union.

After identification, Shahidul received counseling support and participated in
several capacity-building courses, including life skills, entrepreneurship
development, leadership, and basic counseling.

After completing the life skills training, he joined the ANIRBAN network and
began actively working to prevent human trafficking and child marriage in his
community. Now he is serving as ANIRBAN President of Rangpur division.
Over the past few years, Shahidul has played a vital role in raising awareness
through community sessions, school-based sessions, and various outreach
campaigns. To date, he has organized 27 community meetings and helped
connect around 50 individuals who were at risk of trafficking or child marriage
with appropriate support services. In addition, he has facilitated training
opportunities for 14 survivors and conducted 11 counseling sessions at both
community and family levels.

Currently, with startup support from the Program, Shahidul runs a grocery
shop in his village, gradually expanding his small business and strengthening
his family’s livelihood. Today, Shahidul stands as an inspiring example of
resilience-a former survivor who has transformed his experience into a source
of strength for community action. He strongly believes that the collective
efforts of the ANIRBAN network and community members can play an even
more powerful role in preventing human trafficking and child marriage in the
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Md. Sabuj Ali

A Journey of
Rehabilitation

Md. Sabuj Ali (32) dreams of opening
his own salon one day. Currently, with
the support of Sachetan Society and
coordination with local resources, he is
employed at a men’s salon, earning BDT
10,000 equivalent to USD 82 per month
and sending his child to school.

He was referred to Fight Slavery and
Trafficking-in-Persons Program
sub-grantee Sachetan Society’s Halfway
Home by an ANIRBAN member, where
he received multiple counseling sessions
and guidance on managing stress. He
later  attended life  skills and
confidence-building training, which
helped him regain his self-belief.

Sabuj Ali’s journey was not easy. He
lived in Kusumba village, Manda
Upazila, Naogaon, with his wife, child,
and mother. He completed education
up to grade eight and managed a men’s
salon before attempting to work abroad.

One day, the wife and niece of a broker offered him a job in Saudi Arabia, prom-
ising a labor visa, a monthly salary of BDT 30,000 (equivalent to USD 246), and
separate overtime pay. The broker demanded BDT 400,000 (equivalent to USD
3,279) for the visa. Sabuj sold his salon, took a loan from an NGO and borrowed
the remaining amount from his elder sister.

Upon arrival in Saudi Arabia, company officials confined him in a kitchen for one
month and three days. His documents were confiscated; he had no freedom of
movement and excessive work combined with poor food caused him to fall ill.
Even after working 80 hours a week, proper meals were not provided. The
agency also took his wages and mobile phone. Once he recovered, he prepared
to return home. When the agency demanded BDT 100,000 (equivalent to USD
820), his father-in-law intervened with the agency in Dhaka, allowing Sabuj to
return safely to Bangladesh.

Sabuj Ali emphasizes that raising awareness among youth is crucial to prevent
human trafficking. His experience demonstrates the importance of timely
support, protection and community awareness in helping survivors regain control
of their lives and become advocates for change.
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From Zero
to Success:
Sumona’s
Journey of
Resilience

Today, Sumona Akter Sumi runs a small
tailoring shop beside her home.
Alongside this, she has also started a
small fast-food business to increase her
income. Beyond supporting her own
family, Sumi is helping other women in
her community by providing low-cost
tailoring training to poor and vulnerable
women, enabling them to become
self-reliant. Currently, she earns an
average of BDT 700-800 (equivalent to
USD 6-7) per day and her daughter is
now regularly attending school.

Sumi was born into a poor family in
Jhikargacha Upazila of Jessore district.
Although she studied up to the ninth
grade, poverty was a constant challenge
in her life. Her father worked in
agriculture and also as a carpenter, yet
the family continued to struggle
financially. Due to economic pressure,
Sumi was married off at an early age.
However, within a year, the marriage
ended in divorce because of
dowry-related conflicts, forcing her to
return to her parental home.
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During this vulnerable period, she became acquainted with a young man named
Manik from a neighboring village. He promised her a job and convinced her to
travel to Dhaka with him. Instead of helping her find work, Manik handed her
over to one of his associates. Sumi was then confined in a room for three days and
subjected to physical abuse. Later, when they attempted to send her to Cox’s
Bazar, Sumi managed to escape with the help of some local people and safely
return home.

Her story came to light during a community courtyard meeting (Uthan Boithok)
organized by Jessore ANIRBAN. Following this, Sumi was enrolled as a survivor
under the Fight Slavery and Trafficking-in-Persons Program through partner
organization Dhaka Ahsania Mission. Through the project, she received regular
counseling support, a three-day life skills training, and a two-day small
entrepreneurship development training. During the needs assessment process,
Sumi expressed her interest in restarting her previous work in tailoring and
block-batik. Recognizing her motivation and commitment, the project provided
livelihood support in the form of fabrics worth BDT 30,000 (equivalent to USD
246). This support marked a turning point in her life. With determination and hard
work, Sumi gradually rebuilt her livelihood and regained her confidence.

In addition to running her business, Sumi is now actively involved in community
awareness activities on human trafficking, child marriage, and safe migration. She
regularly facilitates courtyard meetings in different areas, sharing her experience
and encouraging others to stay informed and vigilant. Sumi dreams of becoming a
successful entrepreneur in the future and creating employment opportunities for
many other women in her community.
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Rebuilding a
Young Man’s

Life After
Traflicking

Yamin Hossain, a member of Rajshahi’s
ANIRBAN Youth Voice, was referred to
by a community member to Fight
Slavery and  Trafficking-in-Persons
Program sub-grantee Sachetan Soci-
ety’s Halfway Home. There, he was
identified as a survivor of human
trafficking. He received one month of
counseling, followed by two months of
life skills and entrepreneurship training,
which  greatly strengthened his
confidence and self-reliance.

Yamin Hossain (24) lives in Kusumba
village, Manda Upazila, Naogaon, with
his wife, child and parents—a
six-member household. Before his
attempted migration, he worked at a
local company, but supporting his
family on his salary alone was difficult.

One day, agents offered him a job in Qatar, promising a “good visa,” office work,
a monthly salary of BDT 50,000 (equivalent to USD 410) and separate overtime
pay. For the visa, they demanded BDT 400,000 (equivalent to USD 3,279). Yamin
borrowed BDT 250,000 (equivalent to USD 2,049) at double interest and covered
the remaining amount from his savings. After nearly three months, he arrived in
Qatar.

Once there, company officials confined him to a room for four months. He had
no freedom of movement and meals were irregular and insufficient, sometimes
just one poor-quality meal per day. After enduring these conditions, Yamin
escaped and returned to Bangladesh. He came back mentally distressed and
emotionally exhausted. Subsequently, Sachetan Society’s livelihood officer
coordinated with the local Rangpur Foundry Limited (RFL) RLF group to secure
his employment. Drawing on his previous work experience, RLF appointed him
as a sales representative.

Today, Yamin earns BDT 15,000 (equivalent to USD 123) per month and enjoys
additional benefits. He and his family now live a stable, happy and peaceful life.
His journey is a testament to how timely support, counseling and livelihood
opportunities can help human trafficking survivors rebuild their lives and

regain hope.
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